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Pandaw Cruises
The Road to

Mandalay
By Petra O’Neill

The Irrawaddy Flofilla Company, established
in 1865 by Scottish merchants, became the
largest privately owned river fleet in the
world, with 602 vessels by the 1930%.
Orwell, William Somerset ham

and Rudyord Kipling all undertook
journeys poddloshomor in Burlm
T ically, all were destroyed

995, Paul Strachan, a Sc*tn Fnﬂh.ﬂ oricn
wh:n hed travelled to Burma since the 1970's
fo research the company his grandfother hod
w“rind for, found and set about rebuilding
one of the orginal poddlesieamers and
esloblished Pandaw Cruises. Since then,
several more Pandow ships hove been bullt,
based on the orginal plons. All are beautifully
crofied, hondfinished In bross ond teak, with
ration furnishings, and an informal colonial
amblence reminiscent of the original IFC
poddlesieamers.

Pandaw Cruises now offers severol crulses on
the Chindwin and krawaddy Rivers and once a
year, o 14 night [ourney from Yangon to
Mandalay. While the salcon bar, dining room
and stalerooms of the RV Pandaw Il are
comioriable and spacious, most of my time
was spent on the observafion deck, woiching
life pass by on the nver and pagodo afer
pagoda come Info view.
All onshore excursions are Inferesting and many
of the ploces wvisited were by special
arrangment. We visited Twante ””C%e fo
observe the famed clay water pols being
made, wondered through river towns with
colonial bul ldlnga and visited busy, colourful
markets. At Prome, we viewed a 5th-8th
century ccfoe*lcglc:l site and museum of
early Buddhist artifocts. We visited the forts of
Minhla, and maony speciaular pogodas,
In’udl')g the Myotinclon Pagodo, butlt with
solid gold bricks. Two days are spent
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exploring the most renowned of the 3,000
pogedas and temples of World Heritage
Usted Bagan, the 'opnc city of Burma from
1044 unill 1287. | enjoyed wisiting villoges,
including Theingone :n:i Yandabo 1o observe
doily I?e and visit schools supported by
Pandaw Cruses. In Mandalay, the last capiial
of the Burmese Kings, we visied pogodas,
Shweimbin teak carved monastery ond the
splendid Mandalay Paloce.

The highlight for me was the wonderous skeepy
town of Salay, with o becutiful teck museum,

and

monastry ond pagodas, colonial
architecture. # was here that an Impromplu
bond began playing using rudimentary

instruments ond an old gromophone connecied
%o a car batlery for amplificotion. A crowd
socon formed and the music wos mesmerising.
While | enjoyed the compony of my fellow
passengers, | also opprecialed the free time we
nod to explore the towns and markets to
engoge with the local people. The crew
onboard were exceplional. All were genuine In
thelr eagermess o please, and the Purser, Win,
endeavourad o oliow us o make a connection
with Burmese cubiure. He would buy exctic fruit
and vegefobles from the morket ond arrange

John Molnaro, general monager of Uniworld
Bcu' que Rivesr Crutses soid,

“In collaboration with our sisler company, Red
Carnoton Holels, Uniworld continues to elevale
the standord in elegant river cruising. The
combination of cur companies” experfse in hole!
and hospitality manocgement along  with
decodas of superior nautical experence has
ciealed he ulimole mver crulse for rovellers

visifing Egypt”.

cooking demonsirations and greeded us each

evening for our br nf ng with a rlcwc}y
Mingalabar or hello. I is no wonder that mo

onboard had been on several trips before wit
Pandaw Cruises. While | have fred to
recreate Win's Ginger Salod %o his exocting
slondards, It's not the some. Ben o fellow
passenger from Brisbane and | ore alreody

debating which Pondaw Cruise should be
done next.

Visit to Gallipoli




